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. ‘the articles on which taxes are | 
levied, whether imported or manufactured 
inithe country, and -ties up, for the: time, | 
‘away from the active : ‘operations. of trade. 
‘the money”which is. ‘passed through ‘the 
Treasury to the bondholder. Mr, Woon’s’| 
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proposition, therefore, is to incur the risk of 
® useless taxon the whole trade of the 
country to obtain advantages which ‘can be 
much: woré- certainly had by another 
method, ” ‘As for the semi-compulsory par- 
ticipation of the banks in the new Joan, it 
should: be | understood’ that jthat, too,’ in~ 
volves precisely the same kind of risk. The 
profits - of. -bank circulation : are not very, 
great now, certainly not excessive, as 
is ‘shown, -by.. the 
banks to take ‘out ‘the amount to 
which ‘they. are entitled.. If. the, in- 
terest’ on the bonds deposited for security 
of circulation is'to be cut down one-dighth, 
and there is to be no relief from the present 
tax on circulating notes, then, the: cireula- 


tion will be by so much less profitable, and, ' 


other things ‘being equal, will be ‘by so 
much reduced. This means a diminution 
of available loanable surrency, and an 
advance in the price of loans; , Whether 
at this jancture,- when the country has 
just entered upon renewed prosperity, and 
bids fair “to need ‘all’ the sound cur- 
rency which Gan be 4reated, such. a re- 
sult. is desirable, is a question which 
any. business man of common sense can 
solve for himself. At any rate, it is reck- 
oning without'the host to assume that the 
national banks can at the will of Congress 
be forced to submit to any exactions which 
may be imposed upon them without. injury 
to the business of the country, to which 
these’ institutions are so essential. 

In company with Mr. Woop. appearsa 
colleague on the ‘Committee of Ways and 
Means, Mr. Keiury, of Pennsylvania, who 
proposes to fund the outstanding bends by 
means of Post Office savings banks ands 
patent interconvertiblé 3.65 per cent. 
bond, His idea appears to be. that there 
are several hundred millions of savings in 
the hands: of the ‘working’ classes: of the 
Union, which the Government can borrow 
at aout 215 to 3 per cént,, or possibly 9.65 
per eénti—the fact that the. latter rate. is 
a sent a/day on’ $100 ‘seeming to ex- 
ercise a peculiar fascination on Mr. Ket- 
LEY’s susceptible imagination. As-for the 
Postal savings banks, with. the present or- 
ganization of, our civil. serVice, it would be 
very doubtful if they could be managed 
profitably,even if the deposits could be re- 
lied on, It is-a grave question whether they 
are profitable in England, and one on which 
authorities differ, though the service there 
is vastly ‘cheaper and more. efficient 
than here. As to the interconvertible 
bond, that is only a device for preventing 
the rate of interest from falling below a cer- 
tain point—in the case proposed 3.65. per 
cent, or @ little higher—throughout the 
country. As @ means of refunding the 
bonds which mature next year, both 
echemés are about as valuable as a loan se- 
cured by mortgage on a railroad to the moon. 
OC 


TAX REFORM IN THE LEGISLATURE. 


Every year the necessity of solving more 
equitably the problem of State taxation is 
pressed upon the Legislature, and every 
year thé legislators separate leaving the 
problem all. but: untouched. ‘During the 
last session the efférts were more varied 
and ip some respects more hopeful ; atleast 
they indicated a better disposition to act, 
though without much increase of the prac- 
tical wisdom that is wanted ; and in the end 
the different projects were alike abortive, 
Gov. CORNELL has shown: that the subject 
has. not escaped his attention, 
Insions are little more’ than perfunctory, 
and his recommendation ofa commission as 
the best available method of promoting de- 
visive action reveals the ordinary official in- 
clination. to, obtain: temporary. relief from 
the oplizations of an unwelcome task. 

Tt is bardly possible to believe that the 
Governoi’s suggestion will commend -itself 
to either house. The State has had enough 
of commissions and ‘inquiries. in. regard to 
taxation ; what it ehefty wants isa deter- 


refusal of thee 


‘of a Legislature. 


But his al-* 


subject ; "but this construction. 18 belied re ica 


hess to enast a..system that would’ transfer 

to powerful’ corporations the burdens they 

may be properly required to bear. 
‘Now, how would this difficulty be affested 


by the ‘creation of another éommission § |’ 


It is certain, in the first place, that the, 
Legislature cannot bind itself'in advance to 


‘give formal effect'to.a measure drafted. by 


the Comimissioners or even to. the general 
ideas whieh might control their investiga- 
tion and receive confirmation from their 
conclusions. To-do this would be’ to trans- 
fer the legislative function toa body alto- 
gether devoid of responsibility, In ‘the 
next place, while the appointment of a 
commission without définite instructions. as 
to principles or methods would inevitably 
erd in nothing, or ‘in further delays that 
would be equivalent to nothing,.the ‘Legis- 
lature can only escape the dilemma by doing 
that which it has hitherto been unwilling to 
do.. When: it means business it will . not 
Want & commission ; and its acceptance of. 
the Governor’s suggestion will naturally be 
interpreted as a sign of: its desire to be tid 
of a ttoublesome subject for another session. 

Usually; the Legislature has begun at the 
wrong end... It gave a ‘hearing, last. year, 
to three. measures or more and then virtu- 
ally confessed that it had not. mastered tho 
elementary principles. on which the reform 
of State taxation should proceed, . The first 
thing to be done is to: settle the Quiding 
principles and the general outlines of the 
reform; théere will be comparatively little 
difficulty afterward with filling in the:de- 
tails. ‘Senator ForsT&e’s resolutions, pre- 
sented a few davs ago, imply a recognition 
of this rule. ‘:.ey are aninstruction to the 
Finance Committee *to preparé a, dill for 
amending the system of assessment and 
taxation on a basis which the Senator has 
outlined. Whether this basis is exactly 
what it ought. to be, is. for the 
moment @ minor question. The - busi- 
ness of the: Senste is-to examine: and 
improve ‘the basis, eliminating its weak- 
nesses, of which there-are several, and im- 
parting strength to its just points, of which 
there are. quite as many. This done; the 
labors of thé Finance Committee will be 
simplified and aecelefated, without - the 
puerile intervention of a commission. . If 
the Senate cannot agree to work on this 
basis, because it forces upon them questions 
they have .often evaded, we may rest as- 
sured that the Senators would be in the 
same predicament should the questionscome 
before them in the report of a commission. 

Sake 
A FAMOUS VICTORY, 


After an untold amount of worry, hard 
feeling, profanity, and perjury, the Green- 
backers have elected a Governor in Maine. 
His name is Surra. He has been elécted 
by a body of men called, by a ‘violent 
stretch of. thé. imagination, a Legislature. 
There are two Legislatures in Maine. That 
which has just. elected, Sirs. is known as 
the Fasionist Législature. It is not much. 
But, then, Sure. 
is not much. of a Governor. Indeed, 
Surra, while confessing his ‘ambition 
to. be: Governor ‘of Maine, says that he 
would like to be. constitutionally elected. 
He has an amiable weakness for the Con- 
stitution.. So had Dr. Garcrton, But if 
SMITH cannot be constitutionally elected 
Governor,-he would like to be el€cted, any- 
how. *'Constitutionally if I can, uncon- 
stitutionally if I must,” is: the motto of 
SurtH, . Like many. other Maine’ people, 
Suire has been waiting for the opinions of 
the Supreme Court, The Legislature which 
has elected. him could wait no _long- 
ery 80 it ‘calmly counted ‘out as 
many Republicans as “were  neces- 
sary to secure @ quorum, and, sfter filing 


thinks what: os att by and by. 


inattention to the arguments ‘and. sugges ‘Su 

‘tions. 6ffered by’ well-qualified witne “ernor | 
Weare therefore driven back to’ the beliet im 
that the non-action of the Legislature is at- his 
tributable to ineapaeity.or to an unwilling: 5 


‘is etter than. no position ; but, 
‘on: the whole, he: is:-yery shaky. when he 
‘Taken: 
altogether, it does not ssem that the Maine. 


Greenbackers have achieved a brilliant vie~ 


tory in Maine. 

-Eyen the most ‘détarnitiied of the Fusion- 
ist: burglars do -not:pretend: that they have 
any right ih the Legiglature as a majority. 
All ‘that the boldest’ of them can say is, 
& Weare. here, and what, are “you going to 
‘do about it?” And; being there, they have 
gone through the form of electing Surrn as 
Governor. And: Samira is. asking himself. 
what he is going todo about it.“ He knows 
‘that GarceLon and: his’ fellow-brigands 
robbed thirty-seven ‘members of their seats 
and gave them to men who were not  elect- 
ed. He knows that when the Fusion Legis- 
lature found itself unable to proaead, haying 
no quorum, it counted out several more 
Republicans who had: been pusillanimously 


allowed seats.in the-House. . And, knowing 


this, it is not surprising. that the mild-man- 


tered SuirH should not:begin his brief and. 
inglorious’ Gubernatorial career with over- 
much thunder and lightning. Nevertheless, . 


this is the first. victory which the Maine 
Greenbackers have* won. Last year. they 
looked on with chagrin: while a Republican 
Senate chose GaRcELon over SITs as tle 
lesser of two evils, They had pulled the 
chestnnts from the fire, but the Democrats 
had. snatched them. This.year, Surra has 
‘actually been chosen by a body which calls 
itself a Legislature. He has taken an oath, 
and has delivered a Message, just as though 
he. were a real Governor. If he “makes 
believe -very mach,” he may even persuade 
himself that‘he is a Governor. But, from 
what we know now of Surru, it is apparent 
that heis having a hard time with himself. 
He knows héis not: binding ” on anybody, 
and: when he sinks back into plain Mr. 
Smrra, the great Greenback victory will go 
with him. See ve 
a 
CRUEL SPORTS. 


‘There is ho doubt that there is a growing 
fondness among a certain class of our 
people for public exhibitions of a cruel and 
inhumannature. There was a time -whéen 
we could consistenjly criticise the ancient 
Romans for their fondness for’ gladiatorial 
fights, and the modern Spaniards for their 
love of bullfighting. We can do: so no 
longer... When fifty oF a hundred. thousand 
people-ean be induced to.patronize a six- 

day walking-match, and to’ gloat over the 





ae of the. miserable pedestrians, 


we have reached the level of the bull-fight- 
ing Spaniards, and when: a pedestrian 
match of women can take-place in the first 
city of the Union, and draw an immense 
crowd of spectators, we Have surpassed the 
brutality of ‘the Romans, who had at least 
sufficient decency to forbid women ° *to ap- 
pear as gladiators. 

There has been in progress in this City 
during the present week’ an exhibition of. 
human ‘suffering in the shape of a oless 
congress. The extravagant and misshapen 


‘appearance of the pieces used in the game 


of chess have deterred. the vast majority of 


people from learning the game, and have. 


impressed them with the belief that it is a 
sortof mathematical puzzle which exercises 
the intellect only, -The professional chess-. 
players and their backers know better. The 
pretended: game. is. a mere pretext, a cloak 
for # cruel gladiatorial contest. When two. 
persons are matched for # game of chess, 


‘the match is simply o test of physica! en- 


duranee. ‘The men-ate instracted tormove 
the chess-men from time to. time, but the 
real effort: of each is to out-sit the other. 
Théy. are “provided with +.chairs of a 
peculiarly . uncomfortable. ‘character, the 


‘seats of which are 
‘]y-atrewn with't 


‘with such terrific violence as. to break ite | im 


it 
| funnel short off and-to smash its headlight. 


| Moaning-with pain, the locomotive was once | 


HAT: 


a. more. sponged, and its wounds bonnd up 
Brey sheet-iron. 
dies left the amphitheatre, being unable to 


‘witness any longer so brutal a ‘spectacle, |. 


At this point several la~ ‘<a 


put” the inhuman’ owner of the locomotive |.° 


ordéred fime to be called and the eombat to 


be reiewed. ‘The mule waited till the loco- |“ 
motive was. running at an estimated speed |’ ai, 


of sixty-seven Miles per hour, and then de=|. 


‘livered:its final kick, The hapless loeomo-" 


tive was hurled sonie thirty feet from the’ o 


track, aud was taken up with its boiler rup- | 


tured, ite eccentrics dislocated, and its con- | , 


neoting-rods broken. It breathed its last | 


steam in a few moments in great apparent 
suffering, and the mule was Seslaredt the 
Victor. 

A more revolting spectacle has probably 
never been witnessed in any Spanish bull- 
| ting, and when we remember that this bru- 
tal fight occurred at the very time that. the 
wretched chess-players: were undergoing 


torture in this City; we cannot’ shut our |. 


eyes to the fact that we have eclipsed; in the 

nineteenth century, the worst Derharttion of. 

tia and Madrid.» 
—_——_——_—_— 

The sudden death of the pilot on the Fulton 
ferry-boat brings with it this question, How much 
has. this particular occupation to do with the dura- 
tion of life.?- Isis, we believe, the opinion of the 
Brogklyn physician whose duty it is to attend to the 
employes of the Union Ferry Oompany, that the 


tab& of the pilot tsone requiring a great deal of both 


mental andphysical exertion, and that as an occupa: - 


tien it is a most trying one. ‘Laying Aside the main 
and physical endurance a competent man 
must have in-managing the wheel,. there, must be 
constantly brought into playa great deal of judg- 
meiit'and promptness of decision. As the traffic on 
the river intreases the difficulties augment. There 
must from time to time be pregent.to the most rou- 
tine of pilots this fact, that there are on his boat more 
human beings than on the\ largest transatlantic 
steamers. Very: few of the numerous. passengers 
who go backward and forward every day ever give 
passing thought to the immense responsibility de- 
volved on ‘the pilot. Though people growl inces- 
aantly atthe Union Ferry Company, when. one re- 
members the millions of passengers whieh are trans- 
ported, the real wonder is, that in crossing so inces- 
santly as bread and swift an estuary as is the East 
River, the: secidents arising from collisions. are 
not more frequent. It has been a favorite paradox 
advanced, of. Iate-that from accident alone, in tis : 
particular calling, a-man who followed the sea was 
safer, on board ship than anywhere else. The 
finer distinctions as to health-rate of quacttermasters 
or those whose business on a véssel it is to steer, 
when compared with the rest of the crew, has not 
yet been established, but if the opinion of one per- 
fectly familiar with, sach is. worthy. of 
credence, the wear and tear the pilots of New- 
York ferry-boata, quite as much mental as physical, 
is very great, and frequently leads to serious organie 
éomplications, ~ 
. ee nn 
‘Most persons, when they read 1n yesterday’s 
Ting the obituary of the Countess Ina Yor Haun- 


; must have been astonished to learn that sho’, 


tind just died. ‘Thoseffamiliar with her fashionable 
novels Must Have supposed her buried long ago. 


“Very naturally, too, for a writer who ‘has. céased to 


publish has, to the public mind, ceased to live, 
Aa, whe ba Hired. wake. 75" years, ae Bad, 
for 28; of these,” been sepulebred in the 
Mothé*house of the Order of the Good Shepherd, at 
Angers, (Francé.) The Countess was more Freneh 
than German in vaste and temperament, She had 
nei Wine the three marked stages of the 
¥ man’s life—coquetry; literature, and de- 
votion.. Before and after her. unhappy. marriage, 
notto say during its continuance, she had flirted 
vigorously © and numerously, and eontinued her 
sentimental’ vagaries beyond the time. when 
it is eommonly considered graeeful to conquer 
them... She. was very ecsonttic persqually, not less 


than as an author ;.she was known. throughout Ger- 


many for her many. idiosyncrasies, ~ and. was the 
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